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Biographical/Historical Note:  Western Players was formed in 1934.  Miss Lulu Bett was their first 
production.  The club presented two major shows each year under the guidance of Dr. J. Reid 
Sterrett, but productions lapsed when he left for UK. The club was inactive from 1944 until 1947 when 
Russell Miller became the faculty advisor and director. Western Players produced multiple theatrical 
productions each year until 1969. 
 
A summer theatre workshop was offered for the first time in 1956.  The Summer Players 
subsequently produced multiple productions each summer through 1968. 
 
Advisors: 
Sterrett, J. Reid 
Miller, Russell 
 
Western Players Officers: 
1947-1948 
President: Nina Koenen 
Vice-President: Ruthann Jones 
Secretary: Thomas White 
Treasurer: William Reid Russell 
Historian: Charles Solley 
 
1948-1949 
President: Charles Solley, Thomas White 
Vice President: Thomas White, Nick Diachenko 
Secretary: Betty Ray 
Treasurer: Bob Spiller 
Historian: Henry Smith 
 
1949-1950 
President: Bob Spiller 
Vice President: Martha Crady 
Secretary: Carolyn Carr 
Treasurer: Mary Taylor 
Historian: Cora Jane Morningstar 
 
1950-1951 
President: Frank Bacon 
Vice President: Kenneth Shore 
Secretary: Mary Alice Summers, Sara 
Cummings Dunn 
Treasurer: Judith Griffon, Bill Stephens 
Historian: Joe Kimbrough 
 
1951-1952 
President: Bill Stephens 
First Vice President: June Carroll Lewis 
Second Vice President: Alice Allen 
Secretary: Shirley Risher 
Treasurer: Edith Love Hawkins 
Historian: Paul Koenen 
 
1952-1953 
President: Alice Allen 
First Vice President: Paul Koenen 
Second Vice President: Lynn Miller 
Secretary: Shirley Risher 
Treasurer: Dale Miller 
Historian: Hal Gomer 
 
1953-1954 
President: Dale Mitchell 
First Vice President: Mary Lynn Phillips 
Second Vice President: Cathy Hopper Allen, 
Maxine Watkins 
Secretary: Lynn Miller 
Treasurer: Joan Soete 
Historian: Shirley Risher Holland 
Faculty Director: Russell Miller 
 
1954-1955 
President: George Reecer 
First Vice President: Mary Ward 
Second Vice President: Cathy Allen 
Secretary: Carol Anne Cheal 
Treasurer: Wendell Couts 
Historian: Pat Van Winkle 
Faculty Sponsor: Justine Lynn 
 
1955-1956 
President: Carol Ann Cheal 
First Vice President: Mary Emalyn Ward 
Second Vice President: Maurice Utley 
Secretary: Ann Williams 
Treasurer: Wayne Everly, Richard Smith 
Historian: Judy Below Hannum 
Public Relations Reporter: Don Bell, J.C. 
Embry 
Faculty Director: Russell Miller 
 
1956-1957 
President: Carol Anne Cheal 
First Vice President: Kenneth Williams, Julius 
Rather 
Second Vice President: Jane Lovell 
Secretary: Carol Sue Snyder 
Treasurer: Paul Martin, Don Buckalew 
Public Relations Representative: William 
Coleman 
Historian: Betty Gayle Jones 
Faculty Director: Russell Miller 
 
1957-1958 
President: Dianne Michael 
First Vice President: Walter Langsford 
Second Vice President: Carole Sue Snyder 
Walker 
Secretary: Joan Heltsley 
Treasurer: Joyce Mount 
Public Relations Representative: Bradley 
Shaw, Pat Hooper 
Historian: Willie Wethington 
 
1958-1959 
Chairman: Walter Langsford, Jo Ann Hall Kurtz 
Secretary: Sandra Dempsey, Barbara Hawkins 
Business Manager: David Polk, Lacey Wallace 
Publicity Manager: Joe Walsh, Sue Flood 
Personnel Manager: Pat Stiff 
Stage Manager: John Minton 
Program Chairman: JoAnn Hall, Dennis 
Preston 
Historian: Junior Wortham 
 
1959-1960 
Chairman: John Minton 
Assistant Chairman: Charlie Flener 
Secretary: Alice Chumbley 
Business Manager: Cecil Mabe, Ed Hocker 
Personnel Manager: Patsy Gray, Pat Patterson 
Stage Manager: Houston Hatler, Jim Dabney, 
Charles Wade 
Publicity Representative: Rachael Chadwick 
Roll, Kay Anderson 
Program Coordinator: Beth Graham, Larry Siria 
Social Chairman: Wendy Harrison 
Faculty Director: Russell Miller 
 
1960-1961 
Chairmen: John Minton, Charles Flener 
Secretaries: Alice Chumbley, Mary Ellen 
Carnighan 
Business Managers: Ed Hocker, Lois Burton 
Personnel Managers: Patsy Gray, Judy 
Vanover 
Stage Managers: Charles Wade, Chester Day 
Publicity Managers: Kay Anderson, Warren 
Kessler 
Program Coordinator: Larry Siria 
Social Chairman: Wendy Harrison 
Faculty Director: Russell Miller 
 
1961-1962 
Chairman: Don Helm (1961), Charlie Fleener 
(1962) 
Secretary: Mary Ellen Carnighan 
Business Managers: Chester Day, Bette Lou 
Miller 
Public Relations: Carolyn Patton 
Personnel: Judy Vanover 
Program Coordinator: Larry Siria 
Social Chairman: Wendy Harrison 
Historian: Pat Jackson 
1962-1963 
Chairman: Larry Siria 
Business Manager: Al Young 
Secretary: Polly Jacques 
Program Coordinator: Bette Miller 
Personnel Manager: Jean Lyle 
Public Relations: Sharon Stanley 
Historian: Carolyn Patton 
Stage Manager: Ed Curtis 




Chairman: Al Young 
Secretary: Polly Jacques 
Business Manager: Fred Dyrsen 
Program Coordinator: Sharon Stanley 
Personnel Manager: Pamela Baker 
Stage Manager: Bob Fields 
Public Relations Representative: Louatha 
Banks 
Social Chairman: Toni Cameron Martin 
Treasurer: Mike Martin 
Historian: Benny Vickous 
 
1964-1965 
Chairman: Asa Raymond 
Secretary: Jean Curtis 
Business Manager: Frank Hammond 
Treasurer: Dale Ferguson, Allen Miller 
Personnel: Bonnie Clements 
Stage Manager: Joe Williams 
Public Relations Representative: Jerry Hensley 
Public Relations: Louatha Banks 
Social Chairman: Toni Martin 
Hospitality: Dana Rea 
Historian: Lavella Huddleston 
 
1965-1966 
Chairman: Asa Raymond 
Secretary-Treasurer: Jean Curtis 
Business Manager: Anthony Bruno 
Personnel Chairman: Leo Burmester 
Stage Manager: Skip Wagoner 
Public Relations Representative: Rodney 
Madden, Mary Lou Samuels 
Publicity Chairman: Valetta Ewing 
Social Chairman: Dana Rea 
Historian: Bettye Shely 
 
1966-1967 
Chairman: James Briggs Duiguid 
Secretary: Roberta Webb 
Business Manager: John Henry Strickarz, Tom 
Brown 
Personnel Chairman: Pat Cheshire 
Stage Manager: Bill DeArmond 
Public Relations Representative: Mary Lou 
Samuel, Donna Mickey 
Publicity Chairman: Brenda Fulkerson 
Program Coordinator: Bradford Newland 
Hospitality Chairman: Dana Rea 
Social Chairman: Barbara Watson 
Historian: Beverly Gail Barton 
 
1967-1968 
Chairman: Tom Brown, Forrest Louden 
Secretary: Gail Barton 
Business Manager: Bettye Shely 
Personnel Chairman: Georgie Gidcumb 
Stage Manager: Forrest Louden, Mike Collazo 
Public Relations Representative: Donna 
Mickey, Gary Fox 
Publicity Chairman: Rick Kaestner, Tom Fuller, 
Marcelaine Wininger 
Hospitality Chairman: Judy Miller, Steve Smith 
Social Chairman: Linda Spurlock,  
Historian: Barbara Watson 
Program Coordinator: Judy Stallins 
 
1968-1969 
Chairman: Bill DeArmond 
Secretary: Betty Woods 
Business Manager: Gary Fox 
Personnel: Gail Barton 
Stage Manager: Mike Collazo 
Public Relations: Tom Fuller 
Program Chairman: Steve Woodring 
Hospitality: Laura Roos 
Social Chairman: Carol Tyree 
Historian: John David McCombs 
Publicity: LaDonna Ricketts 
Summer Players Officers 
 
1956 
President: Carol Ann Cheal 
First Vice President: Jean Topmiller 
Second Vice President: Maurice Utley 
Secretary: Pat Hooper 
Treasurer: Paul Martin 
Historian: Joyce Ann Mosley 




President: Julius Rather 
Vice President: Robert Hensley 
Business Manager: Marjorie Hanna 
Secretary: Jane Lovell 




President: Walt Langsford 
Business Manager: William Hensley 
Secretary-Treasurer: Jo Ann Hall 
Public Relations Manager: Mary Ruth Grise 
Historian: F.E. Wortham, Jr. 
 
1960 
President: Houston Hatler 
Business Manager: Cecil Mabe 
Secretary: Pat Patterson 
Public Relations Representative: Tom Roll 
 
1961 
President: Maurice Utley 
Business Manager: Joseph Carl Cissell 
Secretary-Treasurer: Pat McEndree 
Publicity Chairman: Bill Shuck 
Historian: Betsy White 
 
1962 
President: Phyllis Blakeman 
Business Manager: Bette Miller 
Secretary-Treasurer: S. Terry Coker 




President: Patti Peete Gillespie 
Business Manager: Jean Topmiller Gosnell 
Secretary: Bette Miller 
Public Relations Representative: Maurice Utley 
 
1964 
President: Charles Oliver 
Business Manager: Tommy Higgason 
Secretary: Marla Brandon 
Public Relations Representative: Jerry Hensley 
Historian: Glinda Oliver 
 
1965 
President: Charles Logsdon 
Business Manager: Anthony Bruno 
Secretary: Patti Peete Gillespie 
Treasurer: Bill DeArmond 
Public Relations Representative: Leo 
Burmester 
Historian: Phyllis Jackson 
 
1966 
President: Jerry Hensley 
Business Manager: Marc Edwards 
Secretary: Judy Miller 
Public Relations: Bonnie Orndorff, Charles 
Oliver 
Historian: Ronnah Childress 
 
1967 
President: Bill DeArmond 
Business Manager: Billy Nalley 
Secretary: Marcelaine Wininger 
Public Relations Manager: Marcia Nalley 
Historian: Ronnah Childress 
 
1968 
President: Judy Ann Miller 
Business Manager: Laura Roos 
Secretary: Sallie Carroll 
Public Relations Representative: Janice 
Coverdale 
Historian: Marthalee Atkinson 
 








Theatre & Dance (WKU) 
Theatrical productions 
Western Kentucky University 
Western Players 
 
Accession Information: These records were transferred to the WKU Archives from Theatre & Dance 
in accordance with the records retention schedule. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
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Scope & Content 
Print, Photographic 
UA1C11 Linked to 
PC F1522 
Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 28 
James, Jesse 
Missouri Legend 
Skin of Our Teeth 
Winterset 










Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 28 
Asian portrayals 
Gonza the Lancer 
Make Mine Music 
Skin of Our Teeth 























Mary the Third 
Montana, William 






Summers, Mary Alice 
The Late Christopher Bean 
The Petrified Forest 
West, June 
PC F1526 
Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 8 





The Petrified Forest 
White, Tommy 








Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 32 
The Doctor in Spite of Himself 
West Side Story 










Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 32 
Bat's Revenge 
Life With Father 
The Doctor in Spite of Himself 












Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 32 
Life With Father 
Red Peppers, nd 
The Typists, nd 
This Property is Condemned 









Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 32 and 33 
Swimwear 
La Dama de Alba 
Red Peppers 
South Pacific 











Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 33 
Night Must Fall 
South Pacific 
Taming of the Shrew 










Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 19 and 33 
Bill Strode, photographer for some Scrapbook 19 photos 
Brown, Tom 
Christmas in Two Keys 
Fantasticks 
Night Must Fall 
Roop, Rachel 
The Boor 
The Glass Menagerie 
The Show-Off 












Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 18 and 19 
Bill Strode, photographer for most Scrapbook 19 photos 
Christmas in Two Keys 
Miller, Russell 

















Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 18 
Backstage 
Christmas in Two Keys 
Miller, Russell 


















PC F1548 Western Players 1956-1957, 
1960-1961 
Western Players 
Description Subjects Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 18 and 25 
AAUW Oratorical Contest, 1957 
Debate Team 

















Traffic signs & signals 
PC F1549 
Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 25 
Dark of the Moon 
Little Show (WKU) 
Our Town 













Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 25 and 35 
Backstage 
Dark of the Moon 
Liliom 
Star-Spangled Girl 



















The Male Animal 















Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 26 
Dark of the Moon 
The Desk Set 
The Male Animal 







PC F1553 Western Players 1959-1961 Western Players 
Description Subjects Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 24 and 26 
Adkins, Kathy 
Bernardine 







SNEA Oratorical Contest, 1961 
Theatrical productions 
Speeches, address, etc. 
PC F1554 
Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 24 
Chumbley, Alice 
Grise, Mary Ruth 
Much Ado About Nothing 
Ninotchka 
Picnic 









Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 18, 24, and 34 
Awards Dinner 
Debate Team 




Pillars of Society 
Sweethearts Ball 













Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 34 
A View from the Bridge 
Anastasia 
Open house 













Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 34 
Anastasia 
Ghosts 
The Male Animal 










PC F1568 Western Players 1955-1956, 
1967-1968 
Western Players 















The Male Animal 
Theatrical producers & directors 
Theatrical productions 
PC F1570 

























The Emperor's New Clothes 
The Long Voyage Home 
The Male Animal 
Wade, Charles 
Webb, Beti 
































































The Emperor's New Clothes 
The Long Voyage Home 













































Description Subjects Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 14 and 15 
Ches Johnson Photo Center, Photographer for three photos 
Allen, Catherine 
Backstage 
Phillips, Mary Lynn 
Rossum's Universal Robots, R.U.R. 
The Taming of the Shrew 
Topmiller, Jean 
Twelve Pound Look, nd 
Van Winkle, Pat 
PC F1622 
Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 14 
Ches Johnson Photo Center, photographer partial 
African American Portrayals 
Lost in the Stars 
Stage Door 
The Taming of the Shrew 







Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 13 and 14 




Down in the Valley 





Ladies in Retirement 
Laverty, Kay 
Loudermilk, Rachel 



















Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 13 
Debate Team 
Down in the Valley 
Hawkes, Muriel 
Hood, Charles 
Ladies in Retirement 
Miller, Russell 
Right You Are! If You Think You Are 
The Glass Menagerie 
The Telephone 
Topmiller, Jean 









PC F1659 Western Players 1952-1953, 
1966-1967 
Western and Summer Players 
Description Subjects Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 13 and Summer Players Scrapbook 48 and 49 
Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
Ladies in Retirement 
Oh Dad, Poor Dad, Mamma's Hung You in the Closet and I'm Feeling So Sad 
Actors 
Actresses 
African American actors 
Blacks 
Children 









Invitation to Laughter 
Joan of Lorraine 
Miller, Russell 












Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 2 and 20 
Bill Strode, photographer partial 
Arms and Man 
Backstage 
Bacon, Frank 
Clark, O.V., Jr. 
Goodbye My Fancy 
Idiot's Delight 
Kilgore, Edward 
















Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 2 and 20 
Arms and Man 
Arsenic and Old Lace 
Dear Ruth 
Fumed Oak 
My 3 Angels 
The Mousetrap 












Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 3 
Arsenic and Old Lace 
Joan of Lorraine 
Moonshine 
Our Dearest Possession 
Tonight at 8:15 








PC F1737 Western Players 1947-1948 Western Players 








Ogden Oratorical Contest 
The Women 
Performances 
Speeches, address, etc. 
Theatrical productions 
PC F1738 
Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 1 and 3 
Gold in the Hills 
Miss Lulu Bett 
The Importance of Being Earnest 
To The Ladies 












Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 1 
Aged 26 
Gold in the Hills 
Hay Fever 
Icebound 
The Romantic Age 











Two Gentlemen of Verona 














Mr. Pim Passes By 
Outward Bound 
The Flying Gerardos 







Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 1 
Claudia 










PC F1748 Western Players 1948-1949 Western Players 









Life with Father 
Lockard, Dan 
Long, Martha 
Lowe, George Ann 

























Life with Father 




















Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 7 and 9 













The Petrified Forest 












Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 10 and Summer Players Scrapbook 36 














The Devil and Daniel Webster 
VanCleave, LaVerne 


















Curse You, Jack Dalton 
Downing, Sara 



































































Two Blind Mice 

















































The Night of January 16 




Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 9 
Curse You, Jack Dalton 



















Removed from Western Players Scrapbooks 11 and 12 























The Night of January 16 
The Shop at Sly Corner 
Topmiller, Jean 
Two Blind Mice 








Theatrical producers & directors 
Description Subjects 
PC F1793 Western Players 1951-1952 Western Players 
Description Subjects Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 12 
Backstage 
Carter, Bob 
Congress Debating Club 
Mayhall, Wendell 










Sing Out, Sweet Land 
Stephens, Bill 
The Merchant of Venice 




Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 9 


















Theatrical producers & directors 
Description Subjects 
PC F1795 
Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 9 and 22 
Goodbye My Fancy 
Grise, Mary Ruth 
Langsford, Walter 
MacBeth 
Summer and Smoke 


















Madwoman of Chaillot 
Miller, Russell 
The Stephen Foster Story 














Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 27 
Bus Stop 
Giants Lie Sleeping 
Night Must Fall 
Our Town 
Pfingston, June Lovell 
Roll, Tom 
The Importance of Being Earnest 
Utley, Maurice 












Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 27 
Bus Stop 
Madwoman of Chaillot 
Miller, Russell 
Our Town 
The Curious Savage 
















Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 12 and 21 
Arms and the Man 
Backstage 
Goodbye My Fancy 
My 3 Angels 
Pistol 
Sing Out, Sweet Land 
Sword 
The Mousetrap 











Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 21 and 30 
As You Like It 
Miller, Russell 
My 3 Angels 
The Mousetrap 
Western Debate Associates 












Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 30 
A Far Country 





The Teahouse of the August Moon 










PC F1821 Western Players 1963-1964 Western Players 
Description Subjects Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 30 
Entremes del Moncebo que Caso con Mujer Brava 
God's Trombones 
La Farce de Cuvier 
Martin, Toni 
Package Show 









Stuffed animals (Toys) 
The Second Shepherd's Play 
The Teahouse of the August Moon 
Wanner, John, Jr. 
Theatrical productions 
PC F1822 







Officers for 1964-1965 
Pearson, Susan 
Robertson, Carol 
Six Characters in Search of an Author 
The Boor 
Wanner, John, Jr. 










Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 31 
Antigone 
Bedtime Story 
Bye Bye Birdie 
Dance Concerto 
French language play 
L'Anglais Tel Qu'on le Parle 
Sancho Panza en Barataria 
Spanish language play 
Swords 
The Misunderstanding 










Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 31 
Asians, portrayals 
Bye Bye Birdie 
The Letter 





















Description Subjects Removed from Western Players Scrapbook 4, 7, 15, and 29 
Scrapbook 4 is gift of Sara J. Smith, UA#99-4 





Demille, Cecil B. 
Griffin, Judith 































The Fugitive Kind 
The Killing of Sister George 
Weathers, Bill 
















































The Fugitive Kind 
Weathers, Bill 
Wizard of Oz 
PC F1658 
Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 49 
Robert Firkins, photographer partial 













Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 48 
Summer and Smoke 
Tom Sawyer 
























Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 43 
Bus Stop 
The Curious Savage 









Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 47 
KKK, portrayals 
Shakertown Revisited 
The Night of the Iguana 












Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 46 and 47 
Backstage 
Love Among the Ruins 
Napier, Charles 
Shakertown Revisited 












Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 46 
Love Among the Ruins 
Napier, Charles 
Royal Gambit 









Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 45 
Royal Gambit 
The Grass Harp 
The House of Bernarda Alba 
The Uninvited Guest 









Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 44 
Coker, S. Terry 
Davis, Rita 
Engleman, Karlene 
Gillespie, Patti Peete 
Kessler, Dinah Funk 





The House of Bernarda Alba 
Walsh, Herschel 
Western Players 1962 Summer Players 
Actors 
Actresses 






Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 42 
Giants Lie Sleeping 
Night Must Fall 
Our Town 
The Importance of Being Earnest 















Summer and Smoke 
The Moon is Blue 









Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 39 and 40 




Outstanding Western Player 
Summer and Smoke 
The Night of January 16 
The Valiant 
Trio '57 












Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 37, 38, and 39 









The Night of January 16 



























The Devil and Daniel Webster 
The Silver Cord 
Topmiller, Jean 
Wright, Nancy 










 PC F1766 
Removed from Summer Players Scrapbook 36 and 37 
Concert at Three Forks 
Jubilee 
The Silver Cord 
Three for Tonight 
Western Players 1956 Summer Players 
Actors 
Actresses 
Beds 
Costumes 
Performances 
Rehearsals 
Theatrical productions 
Violins 
Description Subjects 
